Essence of English

Short Story Vocabulary 1
Complacent  adj. 
/Contented to a fault; self-satisfied and unconcerned

Contemptuous adj.
Showing or expressing contempt or disdain; scornful  

Pantomime n./v

Technique of conveying emotions, actions, feelings, etc., by gestures without speech

Morose adj.        

Gloomily or sullenly ill-humored, as a person or mood.

Derision n.

Ridicule; mockery: The inept performance elicited derision from the audience.

Aloof adj.

Reserved or reticent; indifferent; disinterested

Pugnacious adj.

Inclined to quarrel or fight readily; quarrelsome; belligerent; combative.

Recumbent adj.

Lying down; reclining; leaning.

Rivet v.

To fasten or fix firmly

Imperious adj.

Domineering in a haughty manner; dictatorial; overbearing:

Raptly adv.

Deeply engrossed or absorbed:

Indignation n.

Strong displeasure at something considered unjust, offensive, insulting, or base; righteous anger.

Reverent adj.

Feeling or showing profound respect or veneration

Retort v.

To answer (an argument or the like) by another to the contrary.

Wry adj.
Dryly humorous, often with a touch of irony. 
