Name ___________________________

Breathing Underwater Study Guide
Please answer the following questions on your own paper.  Make sure to indicate the number, and use specific, cited examples from the text.

1. Who is Tom and why is Nick jealous of him?

2. Describe Mario.

3. Who are the members of Nick’s anger class and what does Nick think of them?

4. What happened to Nick’s car?  What does it suggest about his relationship with his father?

5. Keep track of Nick’s obsession with Caitlin.  What are 5 things Nick has done, thought, or said since the restraining order that show his obsession with reconnecting with Caitlin?

6. What is the first example of Nick losing control around Caitlin?

7. What does Nick do to show he really cares about Caitlin during the relationship?

8. What are two examples of Nick being harassed by students in his school (list the examples and page numbers)?

9. How does Nick handle the harassment from his classmates?

10. How is Nick’s reaction similar to Melinda’s in Speak?

11. Why does Mario want the class members to talk about their families?

12. Who is Elsa, and how does she react to Nick and Caitlin’s relationship?

13. What is, or what becomes a sanctuary for Nick?

14. What are 5 things Nick said, thought, or did during his relationship with Caitlin that show his manipulation and control? (list the examples and page number)
15. Describe Caitlin’s relationship with her mother. 

16. How does Caitlin’s relationship with her mother affect her?
17. Who is Caitlin dating, and why does that bother Nick so much?

18. Who does Nick befriend from the support group and what does Nick learn from this experience?

19. Why does Mario teach the anger class?

20. What are 5 things Nick does, says, or thinks that show he is beginning to accept responsibility for his actions? (list the examples and page number)

21. What are 5 examples of Caitlin showing she has low self worth?

22. What are 3 reasons the members of class give for abusing their girlfriends?

23. How are the kids at Nick’s school like regular/typical teens?

24. How are the kids at Nick’s school different from regular/typical teens?

25. How are the kids at Nick’s school like the students in the novel Speak?

