Speak & Breathing Underwater essay
Write a 5-paragraph essay comparing and contrasting elements from the novels Speak and Breathing Underwater.  Some elements to consider are:

· How do Melinda and Nick react to their poor decision making and consequences of those decisions?

· How are Melinda and Caitlin both victims (use additional research for this topic)?

· What make Merryweather High School and Key Biscayne High School similar and different from standard American high schools?

· How do Andy Evans and Nick illustrate the profile of an abuser (use additional research for this topic)?

· How do the different people in Melinda and Nick’s lives influence their decisions?

· How are Nick and Melinda’s journeys similar?

(Remember – these are just suggestions and you may arrive at your own topic that involves both of these novels.)

Each essay must include:

· Examples from both texts in each paragraph – properly documented
· Thesis statement and topic sentences that agree with one another

· A title (more than three words)

· Proper use of conventions and essay format

(The essay may include information from the sources we’ve looked at in class provided the information has been properly documented.)

The process will involve:

· Reviewing essay structure

· Writing thesis statements and topic sentences

· Outlining the essay

· Writer’s workshop in class

The essay will be graded on the 6-traits of writing:

· Content – Ideas and support

· Organization – Maintaining a clear focus

· Word choice – Formal language (no first or second person)

· Sentence Fluency – Use of transitions

· Voice – Formal voice
· Conventions – Proper grammar, mechanics, punctuation, spelling, etc.

· (Format – Heading, title, double spaced, documentation)
