Paragraph Writing

Before we write our first academic essay, we will continue writing paragraphs.  Your paragraphs should be at least eight sentences, not including the two quotes from the short stories.  

· Your first sentence should be the topic sentence, which restates the question you are writing about. 

· You should use concrete examples from the short stories to prove whatever question you are discussing.  You should try very hard not to simply summarize the stories.  Assume your reader has read the stories.  

· You will also need to include two quotes from the stories.  These quotes should help strengthen your paragraph.  For example, if your paragraph is discussing how Rainsford was arrogant at the beginning of “The Most Dangerous Game” you could find a quote that demonstrates his arrogance.

· When punctuating quotes, use the following format.

· always lead into quotes – Rainsford says, The narrator states, According to Zaroff, 

· notice where commas and quotation marks go – Rainsford says, “I love to kill innocent animals” (54).  54 is the page number, which you must include.  

· You only put punctuation marks at the end of the quote if the sentence ends with a question or exclamation mark. Rainsford asked, “Why does Zaroff want to kill me?” (54).

☼
Also remember the following:

· Don’t say “I” in academic writing…Rather than saying “I think Rainsford likes to hunt”, just say “Rainsford likes to hunt.”

· Don’t say “you” in academic writing…Rather than saying “You can tell Rainsford likes to hunt…” just say “Rainsford likes to hunt.”

· Make sure each sentence has a noun and verb.

· Make sure two compound sentences are either separated with a conjunction and comma or with a period.  

· If you have questions, ask!  
Your second paragraph will be due Monday at the beginning of the period.  You should either neatly handwrite your paragraph or type it, and you should write it about one of the following topics.

1. How is materialism important in “The Necklace” and “The Rocking Horse Winner”?  (Use a quote from each story)
2.  Discuss how human flaws are portrayed in “Summer in a Day” and “Cask of Amontillado”. (Use a quote from each story).
3. Find a theme of your own, and discuss how it relates to two stories.  (Use a quote from each story)
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