Notes on the Holocaust

Night History

After World War I, conditions were chaotic

· German mark was worthless

· Many blamed Jews and Communists for defeat

· The unstable scene made it easy for extremists to rise to power

German Workers Party rose to power

Hitler was asked to investigate the organization

He became interested & joined the party

· Dedicated to Germany’s military conquest

· Racial superiority appealed to the powerless

Nazi party made Hitler their leader 

· 1923 Hitler planned to overthrow Bavarian govt.

· Failed and was imprisoned for 9 months

· Wrote Mein Kampf (My  Struggle)



Plan to conquer Europe



Spelled out philosophy of racial superiority



Blamed Jews for all world’s evils

1932
Nazi’s became dominant party in parliament

1933 
Hitler became chancellor/dictator



Nationalism



Racism



Aggression

Changes included:

· Revoking citizen’s rights

· 1935 Nuremberg Race Laws


Stripped Germans of citizenship

· Illegal for Jews to marry Aryans (blond haired, blue eyed ‘pure’ 
Germans)

· Later, ordered to wear Star of David

1938
Kristallnacht (night of Broken Glass)



Coordinated mass rampage against Jews

Adolf Eichmann was in charge of the ‘final solution’

Systematic killing of Jews in Europe

· Einsatzgruppen- killing squads

· Rounded up thousands

· Forced to dig mass graves

· shot 

Nazis assembled Jews in ghettos near train stations for transport

Concentration camps, extermination camps

Worked as slaves or killed

(Important Dates:

1939 Germany invaded Poland

             Aggression provoked England and France to declare war

1940 Germans army conquered Denmark, Norway, Belgium, the Netherlands, 

            Luxembourg and France

1941 Germany attacked Yugoslavia, Greece, and Soviet Union


US entered war

1944 Germany attacked Hungary)

By 1944 Germany’s army deteriorated


As Russians pushed West, Germans abandoned camps


Sometimes forced prisoners to march hundreds of miles in bitter winter weather

1945 American soldiers liberated Buchenwald

After war, Nuremberg trials of Nazi war criminals

185 people brought to justice

Some victories. Captured Adolf Eichman (executed him)

Some tragedies. Josef Mengele, Angel of Death of Auschwitz, conducted horrible experiments (evaded arrest---died natural death)

