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SPEAK

Essay Topics
Essay options: Choose one of the following essay topics. 

1.  Explore use of motifs in the novel.  A motif is a recurring subject, theme, idea, etc., esp. in a literary, artistic, or musical work.  Examine three motifs, or three examples of one motif in the novel.  Possible motifs include mirrors, mouths, and trees.  Use at least three direct quotes from the book, and include page numbers.
2.  Write an essay explaining how Melinda demonstrates any or all of the following effects of being sexually abused.  Use at least three direct quotes from the book, and include page numbers from the book to support your claims. 
  
· Psychological: 

1. Fear of an authority figure 

2. Fear of being threatened 

3. Sense of not being believed 

4. Being blamed for others' actions 

5. Feeling of the pervasive reality of sex discrimination in the culture 

6. Sense of helplessness 

7. Depression 

  

· Physical: 

1. Sleep disruption 

2. Eating disorders 

3. Headaches 

4. Stomach ailments 

5. Listlessness 

6. Inability to concentrate 

7. Attempts to injure self 

8. Suicide attempts 
  

3.  Wild Card.  Develop your own idea for an essay on Speak.  Use at least three direct quotes from the book, and include page numbers.
Remember: Formal essays use “He, she, they, one”; formal essays  don’t use “I, you, me, we”
