[image: image1.png]



British Literature

The Final Essay for Macbeth

Choose one of the following questions, and write a convincing 5 paragraph essay exploring the topic of your choice.  Be sure to develop a strong thesis, and to incorporate three quotations from the text to support your argument.
· The Witches are often referred to as the “Weird Sisters;” however, the word weird refers to the original meaning of the word “having the power to control fate.”  You decide, did the witches control Macbeth’s fate, or did they merely influence his decisions?

· Macbeth is often called “a play of echoes.”  What echoes do you see throughout the play?

· Pay attention to the blood, sleep, animal, and light and dark imagery.  How do these elements set and maintain the mood as well as shape our ideas of the characters?  Choose one recurrent image, and discuss how it operates in the play.

· One important theme in the play is the corruption of power.   How does this theme operate in the play?

· Another important theme in the play blind ambition.  How does this theme apply to the play? 

· An additional important theme in the play is that things are not what they seem.  Analyze how this important theme is seen in Macbeth. 

· One final important aspect of the play is superstition and its effects on human behavior.  Analyze the role of superstition on human behavior in Macbeth.
· When citing Shakespeare, use the following format: Act, scene, line.  For instance, III, ii, 12-15 refers to act 3, scene 2, lines 12-15.  Make sure that you’re familiar with this concept.  At the end of each quote, you will list it like so.  (V.ii.217-220).
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All Literary Essays

· Are double spaced

· Use 12 point font
· Italicize title(s)

· Include name(s) of author(s)

· Include page numbers after quotations (32)

· Single space and indent quotes longer than 3 lines

· Are carefully proofread

· Use third person (he, she, they, one)

· Do not use second person (you)

· Do not use first person (I, me, we, us)

· Do not say “in my opinion”
· Follow the “Recipe for an Essay”
