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Essence of English

Fahrenheit 451

Discussion Guide: Part I

1.
Examine the quote by Juan Jimenez. Please interpret the quote and relate it to the book.

2.   
What might the title of the first section mean?  

3.
What is the name of the protagonist? (4etc) Describe him.

4.
Describe the girl the protagonist meets (5etc)

5.
What is a phoenix?  Why might it be used as a symbol for the firemen? 

6.
How is the role of firemen different in this futuristic world? (8 etc)

7.
What types of things does Clarisse notice and how is she considered different from other 
members of her society? What does this suggest about her society? (9 etc) 

8.    
Note the similes used to describe Clarisse.  To what is she compared?

9.
Describe Mildred (12)  

10.
Consider Mildred’s failed suicide attempt.  What does her resuscitation show about her 
world? (12-15 etc)

11.
What technological advances exist in this world?  (18 etc.)  

12.
Describe the relationship that Montag has with Mildred.  (19)

13.
What technological device does Mildred enjoy a great deal? (20) What does this show 
about her as a character?  

14.
Why is Clarisse in therapy? (23)  

15.
What is the mechanical hound?  (24-28)  How does it work?

16.
What game do the firefighters play with the hound? (25)  What might this suggest about 
them? 

17.  
Why is Clarisse scared of children her own age (30)? In your opinion, does her

       
criticism apply to our own society? 

18.  
On page 33, Montag learns that a man was brought to an asylum after his

       
Library was destroyed.  Do you think this destruction of books could drive a    

       
person crazy?    

19.
On page 34, we learn that history has been revised.  Explain how this society has 
changed books about the past.

20.
Note the final words of the woman who dies with her books (36).  We learn from Beatty
on page 40, where this quote comes from.  Write down his explanation and we will 
discuss this in class.

21.
How is the destruction of the woman’s books different from the firemen’s normal routine 
(37)? 

22.
Note the reference to the “Tower of Babel” (biblical allusion) on page 38.  What was the 
tower of Babel?  Why does Beatty claim the woman lived with a Tower of Babel?

23.   
In your opinion, why did the woman commit suicide? (39)  

24.  
Analyze the relationship between Mildred and Montag. Are they are healthy

       
couple?  List specific details to support your conclusion about their relationship.

       
(42,43 etc)

25.
How did Montag react to the idea of Mildred’s suicide attempt? (43-44)

26.  
Analyze the role of the Television Family on Mildred & Montag.  How does this 

        
idea connect with modern life? (44-46 etc)

27.   
How was Clarisse killed? Examine the way Mildred tells Montag about the

         young girl’s death.  What does this show the reader about Mildred?  

28.
Montag realizes that burning books is wrong.  Look at his realization.  Why does he 
conclude that it is wrong to destroy books? (51-52)

29.
Beatty discusses the trends in society that led to their current way of life.  Analyze this 
passage.  Does it seem to describe our society?  Explain.  (54-63)

30.
Why were the books banned? (58 etc)

31.
What is Beatty’s critique of both fiction and nonfiction? (62) 

32.
Why does Montag look through the contraband books?  For what is he really searching 
(67)?
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Pg. 71 – 73 

1.  Montag and Mildred think someone is at the door.  Why doesn’t the door-voice tell them if someone is there?
2.  What is at the door? 
3.  What is Montag talking about when he says he saw a snake?
4.  What is a rumor Montag has heard?
Pg. 74 – 75 

5.  What does Montag remember when he is wondering where to get a teacher?
6.  Who is the English Professor?

7.  Why did the last liberal arts college shut down?
8.  When Faber was about to leave Montag, he said some things.  What did Montag think he was reciting?

9.  What does Faber mean by “I don’t talk things, sir.  I talk the meaning of things.  I sit here and know I’m alive” (75)?

10.  What does Faber give Montag at the end of their meeting?
Pg. 76 – 77 

11.  What are some of the books that Montag asks Faber about? 

12.  Why is Faber afraid to ask?

13.  Why is Mildred excited?

14.  What is the name of the show that Mildred plans to watch?

15.  What question does Montag ask Mildred?

Pg. 78 – 79 

16.  While Montag is on the train what does he remember about when he was a child?

17.  Why is he trying to remember the Bible?

18.  What is causing Montag to have a difficult time reading the Bible?

19.  How does Montag begin to behave?  What is the reaction from the other riders?

Pg. 80 – 82

20.  Whom does Montag visit?

21.  How is Professor Faber described?

22.  According to Faber, what does Jesus do on the parlor walls?

23.  According to Faber, why is Faber a coward?
Pgs. 83 – 87 

24.  What are the three qualities that Faber says are needed?

25.  What idea did Montag have?

26.  What is Faber’s reaction to Montag’s idea?

27.  What idea does Faber suggest to Montag about printing extra copies?
Pgs. 88 – 91 

28.  What does Montag do to the Bible to try to get Faber to agree to help?
29.  What does Faber give Montag to help him out with his meeting with Beatty?

Pgs.  92 – 94  

30.  Describe the bank.  

31.  Describe the show that Mildred and her friends are watching?

32.  What does Montag do to the parlor walls?

33.  What questions does he ask?

34.  What happened to Gloria’s husband?

Pgs. 95 – 99 

35.  How did Mrs. Bowles have two children?

36.  What were Mrs. Bowles’s reasons for having children?

37.  Describe Mrs. Bowles’s way of parenting.

38.  How did the women vote?  What did they use for criteria when voting for president?

39.  What does Montag do after he can’t take the women anymore?
40.  What is the name of the poem Montag reads?
Pgs. 100 – 104 

41.  What is Mrs. Phelps’s reaction to the poem?

42.  What does Montag do with the book after he has read the poem?

Pgs. 105 – 110 

43.  What does Beatty say when he sees Montag in the firehouse?

44.  According to Beatty, why does Beatty quote from the books that Montag clings to?

45.  What house do the firemen go to?
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1. How do you interpret the title for the third section of the novel?

2.   In mythology who is Icarus?   Why is Beatty’s allusion to Icarus 

           appropriate? (113) 

     3.   Who turned Montag in? (117)

     4.   In your opinion, why did Montag kill Beatty? (119)

5. What does Montag do to Mrs. Black and why? (130)

6. Where does Faber tell Montag to go and what escape does Faber plan for himself? (132)

7. What is the intriguing purpose of the drink that Granger gives to Montag? (147)

8. How does Montag get to witness his own death (in a sense)? (148)

9. How does the society of the book people work? (151)

10.  What does Montag remember? (150)

